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I was born in 1960 in the beautiful State of Rajasthan in princely city of Jodhpur
in India. I am the eldest daughter in a family of four girls and my father is an
educationist and was the Principal of the schools I studied in! That meant that I
was the first one to be disciplined when I did any mischief, and I could not help
doing anything else. I am very privileged to have a very loving family and very
supportive parents who ensured that all the daughters were educated to the
highest level the daughters wanted to. In 1976, I won the prestigious and
competitive National Science Talent Scholarship in India that granted funds to
cover my education in science from Bachelors to the Doctorate level. I did my Bachelors with Honours in 1979 from
Delhi University. I won national fellowships for Masters in 1979 and for PhD in 1981 and completed these degrees in
1981 and 1986 respectively. My Grade Point Average (GPA) in PhD was 4.00/4.00 on a scale of 1-4 (4 =excellent). In
1986 I was awarded a gold medal for my post graduate research by the Prime Minister of India, Mr Rajiv Gandhi.
During my Masters I met a handsome, intelligent and caring young man and now I have been married to him for past 28
years. During my PhD I was blessed with wonderful and gifted twins who are the joy of our life. They are 27 years old
now, and not a day has gone by that they haven’t made me feel proud about being their mother. Both are in medical
profession and I know that they will make a very meaningful contribution to this world and also to human health.
When my twins were born, I took a few years break to look after my kids and then joined Osmania University in
Hyderabad, India as a Gazetted Pool Officer. Balancing my young kids, family and work was a significant challenge and
there were many emotional moments that are still fresh in my mind. My job involved initiating research at a 100 year old
dilapidated building where the Malaria Parasite was discovered by Sir Ronald Ross. I also taught the postgraduate
students at the University (a very scary thought for a young fresh professional). And then, in 1989 I joined the National
Plant Protection Training Institute to train graduates and in-service officers in the area of plant protection.
It was an excellent opportunity to get a close look at the farming community in India as most of training was field based
with some class and lab component. I met many wonderful people during this time and made some life-long friends with
whom I am still in touch with. I trained several hundred officers each year and the training was very well received. I also
supervised national and international Postgraduate Diploma students for their research. My husband and children
pursued their own studies and careers and my husband won many national and international awards for his research at
the International Crops Research Institute for Semi Arid Tropics.
In 1998 we moved to New Delhi and I joined the National Plant Quarantine Service as Assistant Director and in short
span of two years I worked with the international consultants from the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) to initiate and implement Pest Risk Analysis database and also to
conduct many sponsored training programs for officers of Plant Quarantine in India. During this journey I published a
book and several articles in refereed journals and also made many presentations at national and international
conferences.
In 2000 my husband was offered employer sponsored migration and we moved to Australia. The first year was tough for
me but after that it has been a wonderful experience. I joined West Coast College of TAFE in 2001 and worked in the
Vocational Education Sector Research for next two years and with my team published two national reports, research
articles and presented more than 8 papers in conferences. In 2002 December I joined UWA and I am still working here
and hope to continue to work at UWA as I find it to be a very wonderful place to work. From 2002 to 2009 I managed
the School of Physics and then Plant Biology and was the Chair of the University Managers Group in 2007 and 2008. In
2009 I joined the Curtin-UWA Joint Venture in radio astronomy, the International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research
(ICRAR). ICRAR was established to help Australia win the most exciting scientific opportunity of this century, the
Square Kilometre Array (SKA). ICRAR is a short span of 3 years has emerged as an internationally renowned and
acknowledged research centre and has 73 staff and 39 PhD students. It has played a very important role in helping
Australia win the SKA. On 25 May 2012 it was announced that Australia will co-host the SKA with RSA.
I have just begun my journey and have a lot to learn in coming years, and would like to quote Robert Frost,
“The woods are lovely, dark and deep, but I have promises to keep,
and miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I sleep”
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