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Dr Lisa Harvey-Smith
Chair
ASA Chapter for Women in Astronomy
Dr Lisa Harvey-Smith is a research astronomer at
CSIRO. She has published on topics as diverse as
massive star formation, gravitational microlensing,
faraday rotation, supernova remnants and astrophysical
masers. Lisa is Chair of the ASA's Chapter for Women in
Astronomy and is committed to promoting equality and
diversity throughout the astronomical community
including greater support for people who identify as
LGBT+.
Lisa is the Project Scientist for the Australian SKA Pathfinder (ASKAP). In this role she takes
the lead on the scientific oversight of construction and commissioning, as well as coordinating and managing communications with the ten science survey teams. She played a
key scientific role in securing Australia's position as a host nation for the $2bn Square
Kilometre Array radio telescope.
Lisa contributes to both national and international Square Kilometre Array efforts through the
SKA Science Working Group and the Science Advisory Committee to the Commonwealth on
SKA. She is a former Chair of the ATNF Time Assignment Committee, which assigns time
on CSIRO's national facility telescopes. She is a member of the Astronomical Society of
Australia, The International Astronomical Union and a Fellow of the Royal Astronomical
Society.
Lisa regularly speaks at national and international scientific meetings and is a passionate
advocate for the Square Kilometre Array. She regularly contributes to radio, television and
the printed media. She also gives public lectures at universities, research institutes, schools,
colleges, museums, science festivals and astronomical societies and takes part in the
Scientists in Schools program.
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Professor Peter Quinn

Professor Peter Quinn is the Director of the Internationa
l Centre for Radio Astronomy Research (ICRAR) and
Winthrop Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics at
the University of Western Australia. ICRAR is a Joint
Venture of Curtin University and The University of
Western Australia and was established to strengthen
Australia’s SKA Effort. Professor Quinn is
the
founding Director of ICRAR and works closely with
the Australian Federal Government and the West
Australian State Government and the international SKA
Organisation to support and coordinate Australia’s involvement in the $2.5 billion
Square Kilometre Array project which will be built in Australia and Southern Africa.
Professor Quinn is a world leader in data intensive science, the design, development a
nd operation of super science facilities, the theory of galaxy formation and the search
for Dark Matter. His scientific career covers 30 years of research in Australia, the US,
Europe and South America and has produced more than 300 publications and articles
which have received broad international recognition and acclaim. His work on
computational astrophysics was awarded a NASA High Performance Grand Challenge
Award in 1992 and in 2005 he was awarded the Computerworld 21st Century
Achievement Award for his work at the ESO Very Large Telescope (VLT), the world’s
largest optical and infrared observatory.
Professor
Quinn received
his
PhD from
the Australian National University
in 1982 and has held positions at the California Institute of Technology (1982-‐1985),
Space Telescope Science Institute (1985-‐1989), Australian National University (1989-‐
2006) and the European Southern Observatory (ESO) in Munich. Professor Quinn took
up the position of Winthrop Professor of Astronomy at the University of Western
Australia in August 2006 and was awarded a Western Australian Premier’s Fellowship.
He was appointed the Director of ICRAR in 2009 and was named as Western Australian
Scientist of the Year in 2012.
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Associate Professor Sarah Maddison

Sarah

associate

Maddison

professor

an

of

astrophysics and Deputy

Directory of the Centre
for

Astrophysics

Supercomputing

Swinburne

&

at

University.

She has a BSc (Hons) in
applied mathematics and

a PhD in computational

astrophysics. Her main area of interest is planet formation, specifically how tiny
grains grow to become planets which she studies both observationally with radio
telescopes and via numerical simulations with supercomputers.

Sarah has worked in the USA and France, returning to Australia in 2000. At

Swinburne Sarah leads the planet formation group, and was the coordinator of
Swinburne Astronomy Online for ten years and led her team to win a 2012 Office

of Learning & Teaching Citation. Sarah sits on a number of national &
international astronomy committees, including the Antarctic Astronomy

Advisory Committee and the Australian National Institute for Theoretical

Astrophysics steering committee. She is also the founder and past chair of both
the women in astronomy chapter of the Astronomical Society of Australia and
the International Astronomical Union working group for Women in Astronomy.

She is also involved in a range of outreach activities, including CSIRO’s Scientists
In Schools program.
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Dr Renu Sharma, GAICD, FLWA
Dr Renu Sharma is Associate Director of the
International Centre for Radio Astronomy Research
(ICRAR). ICRAR is a joint venture of Curtin University
and The University of Western Australia (UWA) and it
was launched in September 2009 to strengthen
Australia's effort to win the Square Kilometre Array
(SKA) project. It has grown rapidly since 2009 into a
$135 million research and development centre with
more than 110 staff and students. Renu is a member
of ICRAR Executive and responsible for management of ICRAR.
Renu joined UWA in 2002 and has held senior management positions at UWA. She is a
strong advocate of equity and diversity and is a member of Vice Chancellor’s Equity and
Diversity Advisory Committee at UWA. In addition to her management experience in
Australia, Renu has nearly two decades of experience in the Science and Technology sector
in India and worked for Government of India as Assistant Director. She has a PhD in
Nematology and has published one book, invited chapters in books and research articles in
scientific journals. She was awarded a Gold Medal for her PhD in 1986. Renu has
successfully transitioned from a research and education career to a career in higher
education management. She is a Fellow of Leadership WA and Graduate of Australian
Institute of Company Directors.
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Professor Lyn Beazley AO FTSE FACE
Chief Scientist of Western Australia

Graduating from Oxford and Edinburgh Universities, Professor Beazley built an internationally
renowned research team that focused on recovery from brain
damage, much of her research undertaken at The University
of Western Australia.
Professor Beazley was appointed Chief Scientist of Western
Australia in 2006. She has extensive experience serving on
advisory

bodies

to

State

and

Federal

Governments.

Professor Beazley is a member of the Technology and
Industry Advisory Council (TIAC) – advising the Western
Australian

Government

on

science,

innovation

and

technology.
Professor Beazley was awarded Officer of the Order of
Australia in January 2009 and made a Fellow of the
Australian

Academy

of

Technological

Sciences

and

Engineering (ATSE) later that year. In March 2011, she was inducted into the inaugural Western
Australian Women’s Hall of Fame.
In October 2012, Professor Beazley became the second recipient of the Governor’s Award for
Giving, in recognition of her enthusiastic philanthropy through her outreach activities promoting
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics in the Western Australian community.

March 2013
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Brian Schmidt is a Laureate Fellow at The Australian National University's
Mount Stromlo Observatory. Brian was raised in Montana and Alaska, USA,
and received undergraduate degrees in Physics and Astronomy from the
University of Arizona in 1989. Under the supervision of Robert Kirshner, he
completed his Astronomy Master's degree (1992) and PhD (1993) from Harvard
University. In 1994 he and Nick Suntzeff formed the HighZ SN Search team,
a group of 20 astronomers on 5 continents who used distant exploding stars
to trace the expansion of the Universe back in time. This group's discovery of
an accelerating Universe was named Science Magazine's Breakthrough of the
Year for 1998. Brian Schmidt joined the staff of the Australian National
University in 1995, and was awarded the Australian Government's
inaugural Malcolm McIntosh award for achievement in the Physical Sciences
in 2000, The Australian Academy of Sciences Pawsey Medal in 2001, the
Astronomical Society of India's Vainu Bappu Medal in 2002, and an Australian
Research Council Federation Fellowship in 2005. In 2006 Schmidt was jointly
awarded the US$1M Shaw Prize for Astronomy, and shared the US$0.5M 2007
Gruber Prize for Cosmology with his High-Z SN Search Team colleagues. In 2008
he was elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Sciences, a Fellow of the
United States National Academy, and Foreign Member of the Spanish Royal
Academy of Sciences. His work on the accelerating universe was awarded the
2011 Nobel Prize in Physics, jointly with Adam Riess and Saul Perlmutter. Brian
is continuing his work using exploding stars to study the Universe, and is
leading Mt Stromlo’s effort to build the SkyMapper telescope, a new facility that
will provide a comprehensive digital map of the southern sky from ultraviolet
through near infrared wavelengths.
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BIOGRAPHY

Professor Robyn A Owens, BSc(Hons) W.Aust., MSc DPhil Oxf., FACS, FTSE
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research)
The University of Western Australia

Professor Robyn Owens is Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) and has responsibility for research
policy development and leadership of the University's research activities, postgraduate education,
industry liaison, intellectual property and commercialisation.
Professor Robyn Owens has a BSc (Hons) from UWA and a MSc and a DPhil from Oxford, all in
Mathematics. She worked at l'Université de Paris-Sud, Orsay, continuing research in mathematical
analysis before returning to UWA to work as a research mathematician.
She has lectured in Mathematics and Computer Science at UWA, and Electrical Engineering and
Computer Science at Berkeley, as well as for shorter periods in Thailand and New Zealand. Her
research has focussed on computer vision, including feature detection in images, 3D shape
measurement, image understanding, and representation. She is a Fellow of the Australian Computer
Society and a winner of the UK Rank Prize. In 2012, Professor Owens was elected as a Fellow of the
Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering.
Professor Owens led development and research training through her previous role as Pro ViceChancellor (Research & Research Training) at UWA. Prior to this, she was Head of the School of
Computer Science & Software Engineering at UWA. She is currently a member of the Australian
Astronomy Observatory Advisory Council and the board of Astronomy Australia Limited.
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Dr. Cathy Foley
Dr. Cathy Foley is Chief of CSIRO’s Division of
Materials Science and Engineering. Previous to her
current

appointment,

CSIRO’s

Cathy

was

Superconducting

involved

Devices

in
and

Applications Project developing superconducting
systems for mineral exploration, detection of metal
for quality assurance in manufacturing, terahertz
imaging

and

responsible

UXO
for

detection.
the

Her

team

development

is
and

commercialization of LANDTEM which has led to the discovery of over $6B of mines worldwide.
Cathy has a world-class reputation in her field being a Fellow of the Institute of Physics in the UK,
Past President of the Australian Institute of Physics, Fellow of the Academy of Technological
Sciences and Engineering (ASTE) and the Immediate Past President of Science and Technology
Australia where she represented 68,000 Australian scientists and technologists. She is also a
personally appointed member of the Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation
Council and a member of the Questacon Advisory Board. She sits on numerous advisory boards,
review panels and conference organizing committees and has most recently been appointed the
Editor in Chief of the IOP journal of Superconductor Science and Technology after being the Fast
Track Editor since 2008.
Cathy is a graduate of Macquarie University where she received a BSc(Hons) Dip Ed PhD after
studying from 1976 to 1984.
Dr. Foley is well known for her interests in physics, science education, women in science, science
in the media (she was a regular weekly guest on ABC radio 2BL radio for 5 years) and nuclear
disarmament. Cathy was awarded a Public Service Medal on Australia Day in 2003 and in the
same year won the Eureka Prize for the promotion of Science. In 2009 she was the recipient of
both the NSW and National Telstra Women’s Business Award for Innovation and in 2011 she won
the AUSIMM MIOTA Prize. Cathy was most recently recognized as the 2013 NSW Premier’s
Women of the year.
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Sharon Brown

Sharon Brown is the Managing Director of Sharon Brown and
Associates a highly successful ICT, Sales and Management
Consultancy team of professionals.
Sharon is an Adjunct Associate Professor in the School of
Computer and Security Science, in the Faculty of Computing,
Health and Science for EDITH COWAN University Western
Australia.
Sharon has over 35 years’ experience in sales and delivery in the
ICT industry whilst holding senior management and business
development roles and was the Telstra Business Woman of the
Year in Western Australia for 1999.
Sharon has Chaired and held numerous board positions in ICT, Local and Federal Government
and Not for Profit companies.
Sharon is highly motivated, tenacious and will work around the clock to ensure the satisfaction of
clients and a successful, professional outcome for the company that she represents.
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DENISE GOLDSWORTHY
Council Member – Edith Cowan University
Until recently, Denise Goldsworthy was Chief Commercial Officer
– Autonomous Haul Trucks, Rio Tinto from September 2012. In
this role, she was responsible for leading the negotiation of a
multi-billion dollar long term commercial arrangement between Rio
Tinto and Komatsu for the supply of Autonomous Haul Truck
systems globally.

This is a key part of Rio Tinto’s Mine of the

Future™ strategy.
Prior to this role, Denise was Managing Director of Dampier Salt
Limited and HIsmelt Corporation. As MD of DSL, the world's leading exporter of solar salt, she
achieved record earnings of US$129 million in 2009. In her role as MD of HIsmelt, Denise was
responsible for marketing HIsmelt iron-making technology, including securing agreements for
construction of new HIsmelt plants in China and India. She attributes her success to her style of
leading and motivating her management team.
Denise has held a number of senior positions within Rio Tinto’s Minerals and Iron Ore product
groups, including marketing, strategic planning, expansion projects, operations, resource
evaluation and development, and feasibility studies management. Prior to her career with Rio
Tinto, Denise spent 17 years with BHP Steel working in a number of areas including sinter plant,
blast furnace and steelmaking at the Newcastle Steelworks. Denise holds a Metallurgy degree
(BMet Hons and University Medal) from the University of Newcastle in New South Wales, is a
Fellow AIM, Graduate AICD and member of Chief Executive Women.
She is an inaugural trustee for the Navy Clearance Diver’s Trust, a perpetual not-for-profit trust
fund that provides relief to current and former members of the Royal Australian Navy Clearance
Diving Branch and their dependents. The funding applies when divers die or are permanently
disabled as a result of their service or training.
Denise is also a member of Council at Edith Cowan University, commencing in a Governor
appointed role in April 2013. Established in 1991, ECU has grown rapidly into a quality university
that produces research at exacting international standards. This has been recognised with a
place in the inaugural Times Higher Education 100 Under 50 list, which focuses on the best
universities under the age of 50 years.
Among Denise’s honours is being named the 2010 Telstra Australian Business Woman of the
Year. Denise was also awarded the Hudson Australian Private and Corporate Sector Award. In
2011, Denise was inducted into the WA Women’s Hall of Fame and also received the National
Leadership award from University of Newcastle Alumni.
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Philip Diamond: Biography

Professor Philip Diamond is the Director-General of the SKA
(Square Kilometre Array). He was appointed to this position in
October 2012, and is responsible for the team designing and
ultimately constructing the SKA, which, when completed, will be
the largest scientific project on Earth.
From 2010 – 2012 he was the Chief of CSIRO Astronomy and
Space Science (CASS), which operates the major radio
astronomy facilities in Australia, namely Parkes, the Compact
Array and Mopra. CASS also operates the NASA Deep Space
Network tracking station at Tidbinbilla, near Canberra, and has
built ASKAP, the Australian SKA Pathfinder, in the Murchison
in Western Australia.
Prof Diamond moved to Australia in June 2010, leaving his
previous role as Director of the Jodrell Bank Centre for
Astrophysics, part of the School of Physics and Astronomy at the
University of Manchester in the UK. The University owns and
operates the giant Lovell Telescope and, on behalf of the UK’s Science and Technology
Facilities Council, the e-MERLIN/VLBI National Facility. Prof. Diamond was responsible for
the operation of both facilities.
Professor Diamond completed his PhD at the University of Manchester in 1982. He worked at
the Onsala Space Observatory in Sweden and the Max-Planck Institute for Radioastronomy in
Bonn, Germany before moving to the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) in the
USA for 12 years. He held the position of Deputy Director of the NRAO’s VLA and VLBA
before moving back to the UK in 1999 upon being appointed as the Director of MERLIN.
Professor Diamond’s research interests include studies of star birth and death; exploring both
through the use of radio interferometers such as MERLIN. He is also interested in high
resolution studies of supernovae, both in our own Galaxy and in others. Finally, he also dabbles
in studies of discs of molecular gas rotating around super-massive black-holes at the centres of
other galaxies. He has published ~300 research papers in astronomy.
Phil is married to Jill; they have a teenage son who has recently graduated with a degree in
Biochemistry and Genetics from the University of Leeds and a daughter who works in the
financial arm of the Co-Operative group. He enjoys reading, supporting Manchester United and
the England Rugby and Cricket teams, watching his son play rugby and playing the (very)
occasional game of squash.
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Dr Virginia Kilborn

Dr Virginia Kilborn is an
astronomer at the Centre for
Astrophysics
and
Supercomputing (CAS), at
Swinburne University. Her
research interests involve in
tracing the evolution of
galaxies via their neutral
hydrogen
content.
Previously
Virginia
has
worked on the HI Parkes All
Sky Survey (HIPASS), and
completed a postdoc with
the HI Jodrell All Sky Survey (HIJASS) in the UK, before moving to Swinburne University to
take up an ARC/CSIRO Linkage fellowship in 2003.
Virginia has taken on increasing leadership roles within CAS, being appointed assistant to
the Director in 2007, moving to Deputy Director in 2011 and then taking on the acting
Director role in 2013.
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Dr Carole Jackson

For the past 10 years, Carole has led strategic
technology developments for CSIRO Astronomy
and Space Science, combining business and
astrophysics. She has led the delivery of the dish
antennas for the Australian SKA pathfinder
(ASKAP) and was the head of the international
R&D team for the Square Kilometre Array (SKA)
dish array. Prior to studying, Carole worked in
dealing systems in the City of London and worked
for a major system integrator for the car industry.
Carole has a BA (Hons) in Natural Science and
PhD in astrophysics from the University of Cambridge (UK) and has authored more than 85
scientific papers. She is a Fellow of both the Royal Astronomical Society (RAS) and the
Astronomy Society of Australia, and holds an RAS outstanding achievement award. In
August 2013 Carole will be moving to Curtin University as a newly-appointed WA Fellow, to
lead astrophysics research with the MWA into the SKA era.
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Toner Stevenson

Toner Stevenson is Manager,
Sydney Observatory, part of the
Powerhouse Museum and a
doctoral candidate with The
University of Sydney’s Museum
Studies Department. She has a
Bachelor of Design and was a
museum
designer
for
the
Powerhouse Museum. Toner has a Master of Management (Arts) and was Exhibitions
Co-ordination Manager for twelve years, instigating the Powerhouse Museum’s
Travelling Exhibition and Outreach program. In 2007/08 she was project manager for the
Natural History Museum, London’s Darwin Centre. Toner is a keen social media writer
and amateur astronomer.

Making visible the first Women in Astronomy in Australia
T. Stevenson12
2
Sydney Observatory, Powerhouse Museum, Sydney, AUSTRALIA
1

The University of Sydney, Faculty of Arts, Museum Studies Department

Abstract
In Australia a significant number of women were employed to measure, log and calculate
the position of stars for the Astrographic Catalogue at Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne and
Perth Observatories. This presentation considers the social perception during the late
nineteenth century of the ‘nature ‘of women, women as amateur astronomers and
authors, the feminising of the observatory and the attitudes of the press to the
employment of women in a scientific endeavour. It highlights Mary Emma Greayer who
was employed as a computer in 1890 at Adelaide Observatory and Charlotte Emily
Fforde Peel, a measurer and assistant computer employed from 1898 at Melbourne
Observatory. Rather than an anonymous group of ‘women who measure’, it argues that
individuals, such as Greayer and Peel, produced new research and had agency within
the observatory not previously recognised as such.
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Dr. Kate Brooks

Kate Brooks is the Deputy Head of Operations
of the Australia Telescope National Facility. She
joined CSIRO as a Bolton Fellow in 2004 after
working for five years in Chile for the European
Southern Observatory and the University of
Chile. Her research interests are in the fields of
massive star formation and millimetre observing
techniques. In mid 2011 she moved away from
front-line research to take up the role of
Executive Officer for CSIRO's new telescope,
ASKAP, before settling into her current role.
Now she is responsible for the capability
management of CSIRO's three Observatory
sites - Parkes and Narrabri in country New
South

Wales

and

the

Murchison

Radio-

astronomy Observatory (MRO) in Western
Australia - the workplaces for some 40+
scientists,

engineers

and

technical

and

administration support staff. Over the past 10 years she has juggled three maternity breaks and
various part-time arrangements converging to four days per week (and three children). Kate
joined the Council of the Astronomical Society of Australia in 2009 and was President of the
Society between July 2011 and July 2013. She was a member of the inaugural steering
committee for the Society's Chapter on Women in Astronomy and is committed to supporting
young women scientists and early career researchers.
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Professor Marilyn Renfree AO, FAA, FAIBiol, PhD, D.Sc.
D.Sc (Hon.) (Murdoch) LLD (Hon.) (Monash)
Ian Potter Chair of Zoology and Laureate Professor of the University
of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC
Vice President of the Australian Academy of Science

Marilyn Renfree’s research has focussed almost entirely on marsupials because of their intrinsic
interest and for the opportunities they provide as biomedical models for understanding mammalian
reproduction and development. Her laboratory is known internationally for its study of the
reproduction and development of marsupials that have resulted in a number of discoveries that
challenged the accepted dogma including early mammalian development, control of embryonic
diapause, sexual differentiation, virilisation and genomic imprinting. She has also been involved in
genome studies of the platypus and the tammar wallaby. Marilyn has held NHMRC, ARC, Fulbright,
Ford Foundation and Royal Society fellowships. She was a foundation member of staff at Murdoch
University. After a sojurn in Edinburgh and then Monash University, she became Head of
Department of Zoology at The University of Melbourne from 1991-2003, an ARC Federation Fellow
2003-8, Director of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Kangaroo Genomics from 2008-10 and was
appointed Officer of the Order of Australia on Australia Day 2013. She is a Laureate Professor of the
University of Melbourne and presently holds the positions of Secretary, Biological Sciences and Vice
President of the Australian Academy of Science.
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Professor Bryan Gaensler

Professor Bryan Gaensler is an Australian Laureate
Fellow at The University of Sydney and is Director of
the Centre of Excellence for All-sky Astrophysics
(CAASTRO). He received his PhD from The University
of Sydney in 1998, and subsequently held positions at
MIT, the Smithsonian and Harvard University before
returning home to Australia in 2006. He has authored
over 230 refereed papers on cosmic magnetism,
neutron stars, supernovae and the interstellar medium, while his popular astronomy
book "Extreme Cosmos" was published worldwide by Penguin in July 2012 and is now
being translated into nine other languages. He was the 1999 Young Australian of the
Year, gave the 2001 Australia Day Address to the nation, was awarded Australia's 2011
Pawsey Medal for outstanding research by a physicist aged under 40, and in 2013
was elected to the Australian Academy of Science.
Image Credit Daniel Boud / The University of Sydney
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Nuria Lorente

Nuria Lorente is currently working with the Australian Astronomical Observatory.
Her 20-year career has taken her around the world, from the Australia Telescope National
Facility (now CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science), to Jodrell Bank Observatory, the
Astronomy Technology Centre in the UK and the National Radio Astronomy Observatory in
the USA. She has a wide range of experience in astronomical software for both optical and
radio observatories, and and has particular interests in data simulation, source-finding
algorithms, and the development of computing and software engineering within the
astronomical community.
Nuria feels fortunate to have worked with some very talented people and on a number of
interesting projects and instruments, including ALMA, JWST/MIRI, VISTA, MERLIN, ATCA
and currently SAMI and TAIPAN. More generally, she holds the view that we will do the best
possible science by ensuring that our community is diverse: in gender, background, point of
view, etc., and that we should therefore set up our organisations in such a way so as to best
support this diversity.
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Mr Craig Burnett

Craig is currently doing his PhD at the University
of Melbourne where he has also completed his
Masters and Bachelor’s degrees in Physics. He
has also done a summer studentship for CSIRO.
Craig has worked in many different fields in
astrophysics including radio galaxies, pulsars and
optical galaxies. Craig regularly volunteers at
Australia's only LGBT radio station, JOY 94.9 and
is a senate candidate for the Democrats party in
the upcoming election.
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Associate Professor Nicolle Zellner
American Astronomical Society
Committee on the Status of Women in Astronomy
Nicolle is an Associate Professor in the Physics
Department at Albion College, a liberal arts college in
south-central Michigan. Her research interests focus
on understanding the impact history of the EarthMoon system and how those impacts affected the
conditions for life on Earth. She studies lunar impact
glasses to understand the timing of impact events in
the Earth-Moon system, and she also conducts
impact experiments to understand how the
chemistry of biomolecules is affected. She
collaborates with colleagues in Michigan, New York,
Arizona, the Australian Capital Territory, and
Western Australia.
Her research is currently
supported by the American Astronomical Society,
the National Science Foundation, and NASA.
During the 2006-2007 field season, she was a
member of the ANSMET team that searched for
meteorites in Antarctica. She spent two months
there, and she and the team collected over 800
meteorites! Before coming to Albion College in
2005, she was a post-doctoral researcher at
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory’s Institute
of Geophysics and Planetary Physics.
While
there, she was a Faculty Scholar associated with the Edward Teller Education Center. Nicolle was also a
member of the scientific ground crew during NASA’s STS-67 Astro-2 mission in 1995, supporting
observations of Wisconsin’s WUPPE telescope.
Nicolle’s PhD is from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, where she received the school's first
Multidisciplinary PhD. Her undergraduate degree, with majors in Physics and Astronomy, is from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. She was an American Association of University Women American
Fellow, as well as a two-time Zonta Amelia Earhart Fellow. Nicolle is currently serving a three-year term
on the Committee on the Status of Women in Astronomy, an official subcommittee of the American
Astronomical Society, where she blogs and serves as an editor of the AAS Women newsletter.
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Dr. Jess Moore
Director Bright Spark Speakers
Jess Moore is the founder and director of Bright Spark
Speakers, which brings the power of storytelling to inspiring
Australia’s youth by seeking to make expert career speakers
accessible to all schools. Jess studied honours physics at
Melbourne University and undertook a PhD on the shape of
dark matter around spiral galaxies with Ken Freeman at
Australian National University. After working on dark matter Jess went to the dark side,
becoming an expert on nuclear counter proliferation for the Department of Defence
where she received the Australian Intelligence Community medal for outstanding
achievement. This led to work in a variety of roles spanning energy security, counter
terrorism, sensitive materials security and risk assessment with the Defence Department
and the Australian Federal Police. With a growing family, Jess made the move away
from the national security community to a more flexible work environment providing
industry analysis, policy development, and innovation advice at the Department of
Industry, Innovation, Climate Change, Science, Research and Tertiary Education. Jess
currently splits her time between working at DIICCSRTE on innovation initiatives for the
manufacturing industry, growing Bright Spark Speakers, and bringing up two children.
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Dr. Jacqueline Davidson

Jacqueline Davidson received her
B.Sc. at the University of Western
Australia in 1980, and her Ph.D. in
Physics from the University of
Chicago in 1986. She was awarded a
USA National Research Council Fellowship to carry out research at NASA Ames
Research Center in California from 1987 to 1988. Her main area of research was, and
still is, in star and planetary system formation, in particular in how magnetic fields
regulate the star and proto-planetary disc formation processes. Much of her studies
have centered on results gained from far-infrared polarimetry using the NASA Kuiper
Airborne Observatory (KAO), as well as ground based observatories, and the science
instruments she has helped design and build. In 1988, as a member of the SETI
Institute, Dr. Davidson joined the NASA Project Office to develop a larger concept of the
KAO, the Stratospheric Observatory for Infrared Astronomy (SOFIA); a 2.7-meter
telescope housed in a Boeing 747 aircraft. During the period of 1991 to 1995, while
carrying out her research and participating in developing the concept of SOFIA, she sat
on a number of NASA advisory groups. In 1997, Universities Space Research
Association (USRA) won the NASA contract to develop and operate SOFIA; Dr.
Davidson became the USRA SOFIA Project Scientist, and as such was the scientist
tasked to translate the scientific capability requirements of SOFIA to engineering
requirements. SOFIA is now flying out of NASA Dryden in California and Dr Davidson is
a member of the science team building an infrared polarimeter for this new observatory.
In early 2007, Dr. Davidson returned to Australia and is currently an Adjunct Professor at
UWA where she teaches while still conducting research in collaboration with colleagues
in the US on star and planetary system formation.
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Holly Sims

Holly Sims completed her Science
degree at the Australian National
University (ANU) with a major in
physics and maths and a minor in
philosophy,

receiving

first

class

honors in maths. During this time she
enjoyed tutoring both high school and
university

students.

completed

her

After

degree

she

Holly
was

unsure what she would like to do and
decided to backpack around the world
in search of answers. Along the road she continued questioning the nature of the universe and
decided to obtain further information in the form of a PhD.
While completing her PhD in Astrophysics at ANU and for a couple of years after, Holly did a lot
of teaching. She began teaching in the physics department at ANU then CIT (Canberra Institute
of Technology). At CIT she taught a wide range of subjects including, photonics, forensic
bloodstain analysis and Maths. She wrote the graduate diploma course on forensic physics.
Holly then moved to Melbourne to begin a job in CAWCR (Centre for Australian Weather and
Climate Research – Bureau of Meteorology/CSIRO) using similar physics and maths to her PhD.
Her first project was to conduct research on the data assimilation component of ACCESS
(Australian Community Climate and Earth System Simulator). She is now doing verification work
on updating ACCESS models used by forecasters, bush fire prediction, tropical cyclones and
other areas of research. Holly has done some research external to her group including assisting
penguin research on Philip Island. She has also done some tutoring of first year maths at RMIT
while being employed at the Bureau of Meteorology.
Holly is a member of both the CAWCR and BoM social committees and assists with running
social events. On a more serious note she ran a workshop on data assimilation and has
organized meetings and events for WAWCR (the Women in CAWCR).
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Malcolm Fialho,

Malcolm Fialho has more than 20 years’ experience in the
diversity and human rights education sector in Western
Australia. Prior to taking on the position as Senior
Diversity Officer at University of Western Australia in
2000, Malcolm held leadership positions in the diversity
area across the Commonwealth and community-based
sectors. Malcolm holds postgraduate qualifications in cross-cultural psychology and is
passionate about further developing and deepening an informed understanding of ‘race’
through enquiry, dialogue and debate.
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Jodie Williams
Perth, Australia

Overview
Jodie Williams is a Hay Group consultant based in
Perth, Australia. She works with organisations to
ensure their human resource practices optimise the
performance of their people.

Delivering results for clients
Jodie has been instrumental in the delivery of successful projects in the private, public
and not for profit sectors in a range of roles including Lead Consultant, Project Team
Member and Project Manager. Recent examples of her work include: executive coaching
for improved business performance across the public and private sectors; establishing
and implementing reward strategy and remuneration frameworks for publicly listed
organisations; designing and implementing a large assessment and development program
for a government agency; development and implementation of reward and recognition
structures across her client portfolio; membership of the design team for a national
educational leadership program for school principals; and development and facilitation of
leadership programs, team effectiveness programs and skill building workshops for
leaders across a broad range of sectors.

Areas of expertise
In working with clients Jodie seeks to build strong relationships based on a true
understanding of their needs to ensure that the solutions she develops are not only
technically robust but are pragmatic and can be easily implemented within the
organisation. She works across a range of expertise areas including leadership
effectiveness, reward strategy, emotional intelligence applications, competency model
development and individual assessment.

Jodie’s Education and Affiliations
Jodie holds a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in Psychology and Literature from Swinburne
University. Prior to joining Hay Group, Jodie spent 4 years working as a para-legal in a
global law firm where she also had people management accountability as part of her role.

Contact
Email: jodie_williams@haygroup.com
Tel: +61 8 6380 1331; +61 8 (0)402 056 218
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Catherine Seton
Perth, Australia

Overview
Catherine is a management consultant based in Hay Group’s
Perth office. She is dedicated to helping organisations and
their leaders achieve outstanding, sustainable growth through
optimal organisational design, implementation of researchbased business solutions and value-driven leadership; and
developing talent and capability of individuals.

Delivering results for clients
Catherine is an experienced Management Consultant and Executive advisor, partnering with clients to
implement and embed organisational strategy, culture and behaviour change. Catherine consults to a
wide range of organisations in Australia in both the public and private sectors. Her extensive working
knowledge of the education sector, as well as experience with the mining, resources, scientific, legal, oil
& gas and healthcare industries, enables her to deliver effective and sustainable solutions to her clients.

Areas of expertise
Catherine has an extensive management and leadership background through her 15yrs at The University
of Queensland and the University of Western Australia. She has been a leader of teams; managed
financial and human resources; and chaired and participated in organisation-wide committees, steering
groups and working parties.
This experience, coupled with her consulting expertise, provides her with the acumen that allows her to
partner with clients to optimise organisation performance. Catherine brings specialised skills in the
following areas:
 Executive and Leadership development, and alignment of leadership behaviours at multiple
levels to organisational strategy
 Role matrix and analysis, and competency model development, aligned with organisational
objectives
 Role sizing and remuneration analysis (including Executives), providing comparisons both
internally (i.e. internal equity) and externally (with the market)
Catherine also has significant expertise in corporate women’s leadership and development, training and
coaching.

Catherine’s Education and Affiliations
Catherine holds a Postgraduate Diploma of Arts, with a major in Anthropology, from The University of
Queensland; and a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Sydney with a double major in Classical and
Western Asiatic Archaeology, and Australian Historical Archaeology.

Contact
Email: Catherine.Seton@haygroup.com
Tel: +61 8 9217-3900 and 0411 289 257
www.haygroup.com
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